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she now raised to $20 a month, in addition to the $40 a
month she was charging as rent for the rooms at Wake
Robin he was not occupying. Poring over the bills, Jack
learned that she had spent $1000 to build an annex to the
barn on the Hill Ranch so that the foreman might live there
with his wife; $1400 in the month of December to take care
of Flora, Johnny Miller, Mammy Jenny, Bessie, and the two
girls, to pay wages, buy supplies and equipment for the
Ranch, to pay insurance, and keep up Wake Robin. Another
bill totaling $1000 was a three-page list of equipment for the
Snark, including everything from a thousand gallons of
gasoline to a hundred boxes of Jack's special Egyptian
cigarettes and a dozen boxes of candy. All of these myriad
expenses in addition to the $1000 a month it was costing
him to man and run the Snarkl Despite the fact that in
December Macmillan had paid him $5500 in royalties;
Reynolds, his occasional agent in New York, had sold "To
Build a Fire" to Century for $350; Ninetta Eames had sold
"The Lepers of Molokai" to Woman's Home Companion^
"Finding One's Way About" and "The Inconceivable and
Monstrous" to Harper's Weekly \ that money had come in
from English magazines and English publishers, from his
Scandinavian, German, French, and Italian publishers, he
learned that in the first week of the year 1908 he had exactly
$66 in the world, and no immediate promise of anything
more.

When he had arrived in Honolulu on May 28 of the
previous year, almost the first thing he had said was, "I
am bankrupt and shall probably have to stay here until I
raise some money." He had then written a number of articles
about the voyage and stories about Hawaii which had
brought from $300 to $500 apiece. It was only four and a
half years since the success of fhe Call of the Wild; he had
earned enough to spend $40,000 on the Snark, $11,000 on
the Hill Ranch, $10,000 on Bessie's home, $8000 on Flora's
home, and about $35,000 more to support his ever-growing
entourage. It was now costing him $3000 a month to navigate,
yet here he was stranded in Tahiti with $66 in the world!